PSR

~i- e R N 1 ——

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 - CIA-RDP9'Q-O1‘208ROQO100150093—5

STAT

. NEW YORX TIMES
9 NOVEMBER 1981

'ARIICLE APREARED
0N PAGE_&Z}@ .

Listentothe C1IA Watchmen =~
' méﬁz&ﬁébni;édscatammotbesecureifwA o ‘
‘Spies.can’t use their covert methods on the home
AR  tainly- does not. Edwin Meese, the . President’s |

counselor, reviles criticism of the ew. order a3 -

frontaswellasabroad. = R S
Counterpoint: We canrot be truly free if we et

. thern ply their metheds of infiltraticn, surveillance
- and manipulation on law-abiding citizens, % -

. There are two issues embedded in this argu-
»mment. Ore is where — where these competing inter-

- ‘iests sbould be balanced. The other, much more o

portant, is bow — the process of interplay between
the C.1.A. and its Congressicnal overseers. The pro-

© ‘Cess makes the agency and the White House squirm,

- bt it is the cly hope for the wise use of intelligerce.

" Therelore, when the Congressional monitors sound
-an alarm, it behooves the White House and the intelli-

_geocecommumitytolisten. -

Congress can draw a line, as in 1947 when it

. ‘created the C.LA., against domestic spying. But that

live requires constant policing. It is heartening tosee -
" that'the watchmen are awake. Lo

“Abipartisan Senate Intelligence Committée, and
-tke Bemocrats, ‘at least, on thé House countérpart,

~bave sternly warned President' Reagan against
relaxing the curbs on domestic C.1.A. activity, as
propooed in the latest: draft of-an executive. order.
" Why, they ask; does the: Administraticn want to stir .

* up old anxieties, risk.reviving the abuses Congress

bas documented and distract from the main task of

.. improving foreignintelligence?. e

- canmake Americansbothsecureand free.~. -

' No one expects
idea of Congressional supervisicn —and thiscne cer- -
propaganda from former staff members of “Frank

S0 destructive of cur intelligence authorities some

years ago.” Infamous? Destrisctive? The Church

committee was the body that nailed the C.IA. for col-
lecting dessiers on thousands of law-abiding Ameri- .
cans. Its report belped bring scme civilian centrol

‘and Congressicnal oversight.

" Mr. Meese also denies that the proposed execy.

~tive order weuld maxke domestic spying easier. That .
- denial is belied byevezysentexx:eandparagraph of .|
- the proposal. The Carter Administraticn’s 1978 order |
‘prohibited infiltra

roh; ting or trying to influence domes. .

tic groups; the Reagan order would permit them if

the Attorney General approved. The Reagan versien -
busiressmen °

- would subject American internaticnal
" to surveillance at bome or abread, not because

they’re dangerous but Tecaunse they Xrow things the

C.LA.wantstoknow. - .= . T
‘The President has the ras power to sign this

order despite the advice of the C.I.A'’S watchmen. -

‘Butthatkindofinsulaﬁtycnlylmdermmmedan- .
- ger of an unchecked spy service turned inward. Mr,
. Reaganneeds.mjointbewazchmeninaprmthat
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any Administration o Iovetbe .

- Church’s infamous intelligence committee that oras | =«
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